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. ACVERSE CRITICISM OF TRE SOVIET GEOPHYSICS INSTTPUTE

The followirg informatios was taken from the "In the Presidium
of the Academy cf Scieacer (SSR" sectior 7f Vestnik Akademii Nauk
SSSA.

The fresidium of the Academy of Sciences USSR noted that the Geophysics
. Institute has dore ~guziderstle work, in recent Yyears, on the solution of
great pcientific provlemr and ba: o'taired a number of impertant resulta.
. The institute is auccessfully developing methods of seismoprospecting and
. electrovrospecting and has created an effective method of deep seismic sound-
Co ing of the earth’s ~rust. Alsc, it has developed the fundamentals governing
the theory of the origis aad evolution of the emrth and the plancts and ia '
succeeding in vorking ont the tiecry of weather forecasting, besides develop-
ing a cumber of methods and creating devices for investigations of the atmos-
phere.

Bovever, Pravda on 12 Fehrusry 1952 (ip the article "An Important Sector 1
of Snfs-*374s Hparations") ~orrectly indicated that the attainments of the in-
stitute rousid te conzideravuy zrester. The directors of the institute have not {
Teen able [or do mot know hov) 5 secure collective efforts in its operations |
and the coordinated soluticn of s number of very important problems, particu-
Jarly in the forecasting of earthquskes and in long-range weather forecasting,
and have paid insufficient attenticn to the watter of assistance to the great
constructions of fommunism. The institute ie little occupied with generalizing
the data accumlated and has 2ti11 not set out to compile a general monograph
clarifying the fundamentsl sttainments in the field of geophysice.

The structure of the imstitute iz one built merely according to methodical
principles, which has resulted in the creation of groups of scientific assoni-
) ates weakly bound together, on the tasiz of the nuwber of persons vork'!ng on
o the eame problem,

s soemeey  FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY

ARMY Har )( Fol [ |

N Rk s v -
» f

TN

88 S nitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/11 : GIA-RDP80-00809A000700090100-9




Sanitized Copy A
[

o

-

. atipy

pproved

oo Y
r'd .

foreleae 2011/8/11 . CIA-RDP80-00809A000700090100-9

m [ ]

“The institute does not ensure, in sufficient messure, the coordination
and direction of seientific resesrch operations in the field of geophysical
methods for prospecting useful minerals. Moreover, it has neitier established

proper

contact with the Institute of Ceological Sciences, nor induced it to

solve the problem of earthquake forecasting, and ie not helping 1t to master
geophysical methods used i geological investigations.

In addition, the directorship of the institute has not seriously arrived
at an arrangement of cadres, in consequence of which errors in the manning
and placement of directing per-sorne! have occurred, especially in expeditions.

The proper attention hae not been paid to enhancing the qualification of sclen=
tific workers. '

The presidium has approved of s new structure for the institute and has
ordered the institute's director {G. A. Gamhurtsev, Corresp .ding Member
Academy of Scierces USSR} to coordinate the work of the sections and labors-
tories on the basic divieions of zutjects.

It

is proposed that the directorship of the institute operate and submit

for approval by the Bureau of the Department of Physicomathematical Seciences

& program of complex ipveztigations on the following problems: earthquake
forecasti.g, long-range weather foracasting, and geophysical methods of Proge
Pecting; also, in the course of 1952 - 295h, it {8 proposed that the Institute

prepare

for rublication a menogrerh ou toe earth's structure and crust.

The decision of the presidium obvligetes the directorship of the institute
to prepare agreements » with intervested ministries, of plans for the creations
of sovietr on the coordination of Pield activity concerned with the develorment
of methods for prospecting for vseful minerais, to consider the arrangement of

* cadres in the ipstitute and expeditions, and at the same time to carry out this
arrangement io correspondente with a program of complex investigaticns. Also,

The presidium hae proposed that the Bureau of the Department of Physico-
mathematical Scilences amplify control, in the operation of the inrtitute, over
the most important probiems snd &3sist it in its work., It is proposed that
the Depurtment rof Geologicogeographical Sciences take part in the investigations
on subjects connected with the developmeri of earthquake forecasting. The De-
partments of Physicomathematical acd Geologicogeographical Scivnces mst work
out a program of Jjoint imvest igation: in the field concerned with methods of
earthquake forecasting,
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